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attitude to the German authorities, he. Van Roey, would be severely punished.
In answer to this, the Cardinal gave orders that all Catholics should increase their
anti-German propaganda.
A sharp conflict arose betweeen the Catholic Church of Holland and the
fascists. Stirred up by the insolent conduct of the fascists, the Catholic bishops
drove the fascist officials from the Catholic schools. The bishops published
an epistle in which they sharply refuted the assertion of the fascists that the
Germans were fighting for the sal vation of Christianity in Europe. In the appeal
they declare that these assertions are lies. The fascist Press in Holland violently
attacks the Catholic clergy.
But the fascists are also not in harmony with the Protestant clergy in Holland.
The Nazi authorities published an order to the clergy to provide information
about collections in churches. The Protestant Synod suggested to the congrega-
tions that they should not fulfil the orders of the Nazi authorities. In answer to
this, ihe Nazis prohibited the Protestant churches from collecting money;
however, the churches did not submit to ihis new order. Many Protestant
pastors were arrested by the fascists.
In Norway, as everywhere else, the occupying Power there strived to convert
the Church into an appendage fascism. The fascist adviser on Church affairs,
Stagmar Skanke, declared that Church functionaries might only work if "they
show loyalty to the authorities*'. That is, if they obediently serve the usurpers.
What sort of loyalty the fascists demand from the Church can be seen from the
following example. In January 1941 the Minister of the Norwegian Police
cancelled the priest's obligation to keep private secrets entrusted to him. Priests
on the demand of the fascists are obliged to tell them all that they find out from
believers at confession. This order of the authorities, as well as the indecency
of the German fascists and their henchmen, evoked a protest from the Norwegian
Catholic bishops, who already in February 1941 complained in an epistle about
the suppression of freedom of conscience in the country. The authorities forbade
the reading of this epistle in the churches, and in revenge issued within a month
an order that divine service could only be carried out under the control of the
police.
The fascists themselves recognized that the Norwegian people are against
them. The leader of the Norweign fascists, Quisling, said one day: "We see
that an agitation is being conducted against our movement and that even the
bishops of our country are participating in this agitation.** The consequences
of these differences of opinion were mass dismissals of clergy in Norway.
In France the Catholics also were forced to take up an anti-Hitlerite attitude.
The Archbishop of Lyons, Cardinal Gerlier, expressed his protest against the
execution of hostages and against the anti-Sernitic laws in France; while only
last year Archbishop Suhard declared that he was leaving the Petain State
Council because the Catholic Church did not desire to take upon itself
responsibility for a regime established by the Vichy Government. The conflict
is becoming wider and wider the whole time. The Government began the
continuous persecution of the Catholic paper Croix. Twenty-eight out of
thirty-seven Catholic bishops in the occupied zone of France refused to sign
a welcoming letter to the Vichy Government,
The struggle of the clergy with the fascists took on a particularly sharp form
in Poland. Cardinal Hlond presented the Pope with a report containing
shocking facts about the persecution of believers and the Polish clergy. The
Cardinal described in detail the persecution of the Catholic Church in Poland